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This leaflet explains about home schooling and 

informing the Local Authority. 

Home Schooling your Child 
- 

Elective Home Education 

Information Advice  
and Support 



Information taken from gov.uk website / S-o-T Local Authority 
website / Elective Home Education Guide 
 
 
You can teach your child at home, full or part-time (‘home schooling’) - but 
tell the school and your Local Authority if you’re taking them out of school. 
 
As a parent, you must make sure your child receives a full-time education 
from the age of 5 and you don’t have to follow the national curriculum but 
you will have full financial responsibility e.g. cost of examinations. 
 
Telling the Local Authority 
 
You only need to tell the Local Authority if you’re taking your child out of a 
special school. 
 
If the Local Authority wants to check on your child’s education 
 
The Local Authority can make an ‘informal enquiry’ if you’re educating your 
child at home, to make sure they’re getting a suitable education. If the 
Local Authority thinks your child isn’t receiving a suitable education, they 
might serve a school attendance order. 
 
You can get help with home education from your Local Authority. 
 
Telling the school 
 
If you’re taking your child out of school, you must write to the Headteacher. 
You can ask the school to teach your child part-time, but the school 
doesn’t have to accept your request. 
 
 
Elective Home Education Guidelines (Page 9) 
The school must delete the child’s name from their Admissions Register 
upon receipt of written notification. 
 
Code of Practice 2014 (10.34) 
If the school is a special school, the Local Authority must give consent for 
the child’s name to be removed. 

  
Information taken from Stoke on Trent City Council website 
 
 
Elective home education is the term used to describe a parents/carers 
decision to provide an education at home for their children rather than 
sending them to school. It is not home tuition provided by the Local 
Authority or education provided by a local authority other than at school. 
 
The decision to home educate can be taken for a variety of reasons. For 
example some parents decide to home educate due to their religious, 
cultural or philosophical beliefs. Some parents use it as a short term 
arrangement to meet particular needs of their children. 
 
Whatever the reason we aim to work with parents in a positive and active 
way. 
 
The law relating to home education states that; 
‘The responsibility for a child’s education rests with their parents. In 
England, education is compulsory but schooling is not’. 
 
Section 7 of the Education Act 1996 states that; 
‘The parent of every child of compulsory school age shall cause them to 
receive efficient full time education suitable  
 
(a) to their age, ability and aptitude, and 
(b) to any special educational needs they may have either by regular 
attendance at school or otherwise'. 
 
If you are a parent considering home education we recommend that you 
seek advice and guidance prior to making a decision. This can be done 
by either contacting our Elective Home Education Officer or one of the 
independent home education organisations. 
 
The Local Authority Elective Home Education Officer can be contacted in 
the following ways: 
Telephone:  01782 237107 
E-mail to:  cyps.administration@stoke.gov.uk  

https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/1996/56/part/VI/chapter/II/crossheading/school-attendance-orders
mailto:cyps.administration@stoke.gov.uk

