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SEND Reforms Transition Arrangements 
 

This leaflet is about how the reforms to the SEND Code of Practice affect 
children and young people who have Statements of Special Educational 
Need (SEN) and young people in further education and training who have 
special educational provision through a Section 39A Learning Difficulty 
Assessment (LDA). 
 

Local authorities must transfer all children and young people who have a 
Statement to the new SEND system by 1 April 2018, unless the Statement 
is no longer necessary. 
 

Every local authority should publish a local transition plan. This explains 
when and how Statements will be transferred to the new system, and gives 
information for young people in further education and training who receive 
support through an LDA. This information can be found within Stoke-on-
Trent City Council Local Offer at http://localoffer.stoke.gov.uk/kb5/stoke/
directory/service.page?id=i0y8R0altVM&familychannel=0 
 

How does this affect those with Statements? 
Until 1 April 2018 local authorities must continue to comply with Part IV of 
the Education Act 1996 (the old law) if the child or young person has a 
Statement. The Statement continues and Annual Reviews will take place 
until one of the following happens: 
 

 The Local Authority decides to cease the Statement 
 The Statement ceases because the young person leaves 

education 
 There is a Transfer Review and an EHC Plan is agreed or the 

Local Authority decides an EHC Plan is not required. 
 

For moves between school stages, there are particular deadlines for the 
issue of EHC Plans. These are: 
 

 31st May 2015 if the child or young person will transfer from 
Secondary school to a Post 16 provision on 1st September 2015.  

 

In subsequent years the deadline will be 31st March in the calendar year 
that child or young person transfers from Secondary school to Post 16 
provision. 
 

 15th February in the calendar year of the child’s transfer in any 
other case. 

 

  
What is a Transfer Review? 
A Transfer Review replaces the Annual Review in the academic year that  
the child or young person transfers to the new SEND system. 
 

A Transfer Review involves an EHC needs assessment to decide what 
needs, outcomes and provision should be included in the EHC Plan. This 
should include education, health and social care needs. The Local 
Authority must not ask for further advice if the advice it has is sufficient, 
but you can disagree if you do not think it is and then the authority has to 
get new advice. 
 

You, your child or young person must be invited to a meeting as part of 
the Transfer Review, and be given two weeks’ notice of the meeting. 
A Transfer Review ends when the Local Authority sends you or the young 
person a copy of the final EHC Plan, or when it informs you or the young 
person that an EHC Plan will not be issued. The Local Authority must 
finalise the EHC Plan, where one is needed, within 14 weeks of you 
being told that they are carrying out the Transfer Review or an EHC 
needs assessment. If an EHC Plan is refused, you can appeal that 
decision. 
 

How does this affect those with Learning Difficulty Assessments 
(LDAs)? 
Local Authorities must continue to have regard to the statutory Learning 
Difficulty Assessment guidance until 1st September 2016. 
 

Anyone who has support through an LDA who requests an EHC Plan, will 
get one if they are eligible. Anyone who will still be in further education 
(FE) or training on 1st September 2016 can have their LDA transferred to 
an EHC Plan, if one is needed, before 31st August 2016. 
 

Where can I get more information, advice or support? 
You will find the Department for Education guidance on the Transition 
arrangements in the publication Transition to the new 0 - 25 Special 
Educational Needs and Disability System. This is online at 
www.gov.uk/government/publications 
 

For more information on Stoke-on-Trent’s Transition Plan, please contact: 
Pat Bannister, Project Lead, SENCO Reforms on 01782 233198. 
 

You can also contact SEND Information, Advice and Support Service 
(SENDIASS) on 01782 234701 if you need any further information, advice 
or support. 


