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This leaflet explains what an EHC Plan is,  

and how the changes will affect parent/carers, 

children or young people. 

Changes to your Statement 
- 

Education Health Care  
(EHC) Plans 

Information Advice  
and Support  



Changes to your Statement - Education Health and Care Plans 

 

The Children and Families Act 2014 provides for new statutory 

assessment and planning arrangements for children and young people 

with Special Educational Needs (SEN) from September 2014. You will 

not be able to request an assessment of Special Educational Needs 

under the 1996 Education Act, or a Learning Difficulties Assessment 

(LDA). You will now be able to request an Education, Health and Care 

(EHC) Plan assessment. (Section 36 of the Children and Families act 

2014) 
 

Those of you with children who already have a Statement of Special 

Educational Needs will be transferred over to the EHC plan gradually. 

This will be done according to Annex A (a definitive timescale plan) by 

2018 at the latest. The plan is already commencing, with children/young 

people who have complex needs or currently undergoing assessment 

anyway being transferred first. Those who would have had or already 

have a Learning Difficulties Assessment will be required to re-apply for or 

request a transfer to the EHC plan.  
 

Since the new plan will cover all aspects of Educational, Health and Care 

needs for those aged 0 - 25, those needing a Section 139A Assessment 

for college or further education will now no longer need one. This 

information will be incorporated into your child/young person's EHC plan 

at the time your child/young person would have this assessment.  
 

The Education, Health and Care Plan is for children and young people 

aged 0 - 25 years.  The plan works in the same way that a Statement of 

Special Educational Needs might have done, but incorporates all aspects 

of your child's/young person’s lifestyle support into one document. If your 

child/young person has Educational, Health and Care needs they will all 

be documented into this plan. Your child/young person will still have an 

EHC plan even if they only currently have an Educational need. Most 

children with an Educational need may also have a Health and/or Social 

need.  

  



  
If they have no current care provision needs, this section remains to 

be completed at any time this is needed. Care provision may include 

respite care, social care support or residential support. That is to say, 

you will still have an EHC plan, even if your child has no current need 

other than educational. 
 

Assessment and provision of the Education, Health and Care Plan will 

still be carried out through the same channels as before, and in the 

same way. 
 

How long will this take? 
 

Your child's/young person’s educational setting will often be able to 

meet your child's needs using Special Educational Needs Support 

(SEN Support) This replaces school action and school action plus. If 

they need more specialist support, which is above the level of 

resource and support that the school has available, you or your 

child's/young person’s setting may consider asking the local authority 

for an Education Health and Care needs assessment for your child/

young person. This assessment can also be requested by your child's 

nursery, doctor or health visitor. 

Once your local authority receives a request for an assessment, 

or identifies that your child has a Special Educational need, they 

have up to six weeks to decide whether or not to carry one out.  
 

During that time they will ask you and others (nursery, school, other 

setting) about your child's/young person’s needs. It would be useful for 

you to gather reports and letters from school or doctors and any other 

assessments that have been produced about your child/young person 

You may also want to write about your child's/young person’s needs 

and how long they have had them. 



If your Local Authority decides not to carry out an assessment, they 

need to let you know within six weeks of receiving a request for an 

assessment.  

 

They are then expected to help you find other ways that your child/young 

person can be supported and have their needs met in their school or 

other setting. 

 

Local Authorities need to make sure that you and your child/young 

person are fully involved in the EHC needs assessment. It includes 

talking to you and your child/young person and finding out what your 

child's/young person’s needs are and what their aspirations/needs are for 

the future. If they decide that an EHC plan is necessary they will need 

also to gather information from people who work with your child/young 

person, such as doctors, class teachers and educational psychologists. 
 

After your local authority has made an assessment, having involved you 

and your child/young person, they need to decide whether or not an EHC 

Plan is necessary. If they decide that an EHC Plan is not needed, they 

must tell you within 16 weeks of the date they receive a request for 

assessment.  
 

If your Local Authority decides to proceed with an assessment, they 

need to let you know within six weeks of receiving a request for an 

assessment.  
 

If your local authority decides to proceed with an EHC Plan they should 

work closely with you and your child /young person to ensure that the 

plan takes full account of your views, wishes and feelings.  Once the plan 

has been written, a draft will be sent to you which must not contain the 

name of the school or other setting your child/young person will attend. 

You will be given 15 days to comment on the draft and you can ask for a 

meeting to discuss it if you want one. At this point you will also be able to 

request a specific school, or other setting that you want your child/young 

person to attend.   

  
This could be a mainstream setting or a special school.  The local 

authority has 20 weeks from the initial request for the EHC needs 

assessment to issue the final plan to you. Once the EHC Plan has 

been finalised, your local authority has to ensure that the Special 

Educational support in Section F of the plan is provided, and the 

health service has to ensure the health support in Section G is 

provided. This should help to enable your child/young person to meet 

the outcomes that you have jointly identified and agreed.   
 

Your local authority has to Review your child's /young person’s 

EHC Plan at least every 12 months. (Section 44 of the Children and 

Families Act 2014) 
 

That Review has to include working with you and your child/young 

person and asking you what you think and what you want to happen, 

and has to include a meeting to which you must be invited.  
 

Ensuring that you are fully informed in this process may include 

having help from an Independent Supporter, SEND Information Advice 

and Support Service (SENDIASS) can help you with this.  

 

A young person over the age of 16 but under the age of 25 can 

request an EHC needs assessment. 


