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This leaflet offers advice on what to consider, ask 

and look for when visiting a new school.  

Checklist for Visiting  
New Schools 

Information Advice  
and Support 



Checklist for Visiting Schools 
 
 
Are you looking at schools for your child with Special Educational Needs? 
 
 
 

Things to consider before your visit 
 
 It might be more helpful to visit in school hours when children are in 

class. 
 
 Will it be helpful to take your child with you? 
 
 Do you want another adult to accompany you? 
 
 Can you talk to other parents and children about the school? 
 
 Is the school easy to get to? 
 
 Each school has a teacher who co-ordinates arrangements for 

Special Educational Needs (the SENCO). 
 
 You may like to discuss your child’s individual needs with the 

SENCO. 
 

Questions to ask about children 
 
 How does the school arrange extra support for children who need it? 
 
 Is the support usually provided in the classroom? 
 
 How are the children helped to mix with other children? 
 
 What does the school do to make sure that pupils and staff know 

about everyone who has different needs? 
 

 

  
About schools 
 
 Are all areas of the school accessible to your child or would 

adaptations be necessary? 
 
 How many children would be in your child’s class? 
 
 How does the school help children to learn how to behave and 

make it a happy place for everyone? 
 
 What’s the school attitude to children with Special Educational 

Needs? 
 
 How do they ensure the school is safe? 
 
 How do they involve parents in school life? 
 
 How will the school communicate with you about your child and 

his/her progress? 
 

Things to look for 
 
 Do you feel welcomed? 
 
 Are the children looking happy?  Are they helpful and friendly? 
 
 Do the classrooms look like places where the children can learn? 
 
 Does the whole school look orderly and under control? 
 
 Are the corridors and toilet areas clean and tidy? 
 
 Is there evidence that the school celebrates different cultures? 
 
 Are the displays current and interesting and do they seem to include 

pupils of all abilities? 
 
 Does the staff seem interested in you and your child? 
 
 


